St. Sarkis Sermon — 06-18-17 Sunday of Holy Echmiadzin

Proverbs 9:1-6

Zechariah 3:7-4:9

Hebrews 9:1-10

John 10:22-30

Matthew 13:31-35

Matthew 14:27-36

Swtnit hop L nprpny G hnqinjt uppny. wdk:

buswytu pup wugkw) Yhpwlh, dkup hnghqujunbtw spowht Uke tup:
B dhtskt Juppudunp, wdku Jhpwlh Yp woukup Unipp Znghhte
quniunnp wpwpbwbbpnit Yypuy npyykuqh jupkbuhtt webnwpuwp
puipngk] wdpnne wohpwphhti: B wju spowthi, Yp motkp twki pk
htuswku Uunniws hows E nkuyh Ukq yuundniptwt pupwgpht: Gplyno
Jhpwlh wnwy, mottwjudpkghtip pk hsyku Uunnniws hows kp
wnwpbwbbEpnitypuy: Utugbw) Yhpwlh, motwpidptghup pk htisyku
Uuunniws hows Ep dwpqupkubpnit dpuy: G wyuon Yn Ynsnth Sou
Yuwpninhlk Unipp Eodhwsth b jp notwpudpkup pk htisyku
Uuwnniws hows kp Zuy dnnnypnhtt Ypuy:
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Luit ghnklip wundniphiip pt Unipp Qphgnpp, Sppunh
Ulpunnipkuktu jhwnn), tpuqht Uk inkuwt 8huniu, hotwy Eplhuptu

nuljh Unipd&ny, npny qupljut ghwntthtt nip niqg hp Uuyp Swdwpt
niwy: Unipp @phgnpp wyn wnbnp Eodhwshtt wmintwbwlynskg
npnyhbtwnbt wyn nknp 8huniu, Uuwnnisn) hwsht npnht, hows bp:

Ujuopn Yp mouwhudpkup Eouhwsth duwyp wpnnp b unipp mbknp nip
£phuwnnu niqtg 2wy Unwpkjuljut Glhkntkghtt hwunwwnky, puyg witkih
pwtt Eouhwsth nknp, wyuop dkup Yp moukp kplnt hwqup wnwuph
wnwe Uuwnnidny vhwshu npnhht bopp, nputuqh dkup Ypuwbp unp
JEwup vnwbw) winpuny: Uwmpfw Fdhwsth wdkhiwlwpbinp topn:

Lnjuyku, wdklt whqud Gpp unipp yuwnwpwugq dwnnigutikip, b
wdtt wuqud Epp unipp hwnnpyniphit unwbwp, Uhwshu Npnht
Ut Uty Yhot: Nipkudt kpp kodhwsht punp jukip, dkp whkwnp k
hwuljiwtp np dkup Gup Eodhwshup: Ukup wyn mtnt Gup nip dhwshu
Npnht §p npnok heliky Ubp dke phulyynt hudwp:

Uuhlw ks yuwnht dpt E: Shtqbkpph dhjhwunuwinp wuwnnbpnt b

Uninpujutpm Upwphsp Yp npnok dbp dke pwlhy, Yp npngk np dip
dwpuhububpp hp mwdwpubpp whunh pui:
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Ujn wwwnhip dkgh gnjg §nt vnwyy pk wdkbwpdbpunnpt Eup G pk dbp
Jtwlptpp wdkbwjupbtinpt G

Mipbul, hisyk u Ubp Yhwipkpp Yp hnfunthi bpp hwuljawbp np dkip
wudkupu Eup Unipp Eodhwsth Smdwpubpp: Sbuwtkjh thnthnpuniphia
puy bpk wdth his np plkip Eknkght jupghyng, unjigku pukip

Ukup Ukq jupqbnt hwudwnp:

Gpl iwswluptup tpp Eytntgh Yp dntkup npnghtnbe wyn wnbknp
unipp L, unjuyku wy Epp niphy dwpnnt htwn juouhtp, wkwnp k wjiytu
Juouhtip Yupstu pk wyn dwupnt wy unipp E UGuwnnidn) mwdwupht wku:
Bpt npud o vnwbip kknkging npndhtnts Uunnisny §nmqbip
unphuwljuy pyjuy, tnjiygku wy Epp wnpun dp nbutkip, skup Yptwp
wighnwiuy whnp toqukip wyn dwpnp husytu Uuwnniény
nwdwpp:

Uikh nhipht £ Unipp Bodhwsht mbnp jupgl) pwt wyt dwpnp np
Ukq p pupyugtk: Uik h nhiphtt E ywuswih nuljiuwg Utknwpuwip G

hunitljp b uppuyunlbpp jupgl) put gt Awtidpugnighs tijtntging
wbnwudp np, wdkt waqud Epp fuouh, dktp Yp thnpdtup quyyt Yhguky:
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Puyg Ukp Uunniws wpdbp gt hrpupwiship dwpnnt dke
npnyhbwnbt npnokg thplt] wdpnne wojpwphhtt ppwsht Ypuwy:
Uuunniws Lodwupunuybtu dkgh htn B Uunniws hpuytu dkp ke
howsd E: Ukiip ophtiniws Eup npnyhtnt dkup wdtupu Eodhwsht

Juwintwiwlnsnihlip: Uwnnp hudwp, thunp Uunnisny uydd b dhow:

In my Armenian sermon, I explained how today is the feast of Holy
Echmiadzin, the Mother Cathedral where the Armenian Church takes its
origin, and that, although we do indeed celebrate the founding of this
cathedral today, more fundamentally, we are celebrating the Uhwduh top,
the descent of the only-begotten Son of God through his incarnation. We
also celebrate that, by being fully involved with the sacramental life of the
Church, we become like the Cathedral of Holy Echmiadzin: we become

the place into which Jesus Christ descends and in which he dwells.
So if we accept this fundamental teaching of the Church, the question
becomes: what are the ramifications of the fact that Christ truly dwells

within us?

There is no simple answer to this question, but I think that one of the

accounts from the gospels may help.
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Jesus had been ministering to a crowd of people throughout the day and as
night was approaching, one of the disciples comes to him and tells him to
send the crowds away into the surrounding villages to get something to
eat. And Christ responds in a rather peculiar way. He says: “They do not
need to go away. You give them something to eat.” (Mt 14:16) And the
disciples, seeing how large the crowd was, feel that what he’s asking them
to do is impossible because they only have five loaves and two fish. And
after the disciples refuse to feed the crowds, Jesus takes the five loaves and

two fish and feeds the entire crowd of over five thousand people.

The disciples were right in thinking that the task in front of them was
impossible for them to do. And every day in our lives, we come across

situations that are clearly more than we can handle.

It is completely understandable to question our ability to navigate a
seemingly impossible situation. As human beings, we do have limited
capacities, hence the phrase “we’re only human.” But what the disciples
missed at the feeding of the five thousand, and what we miss in the
seemingly impossible situations in our own lives, is that, it is not we as
limited human beings who are called to face these challenges, but it is we
as Christians, who have the presence of Christ dwelling within us, who

are called to overcome adversity in self-sacrificial love.
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The disciples had the opportunity once Christ asked them to feed the
crowd to ask him for help in doing this seemingly impossible task. But

instead, they just assumed it was impossible and didn’t even try.

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul makes the bold claim that he can
do all things through Christ who gives him strength (4:13). Now this may
seem like an idealistic proclamation. And some could look at Christ’s
request to the apostles to feed five thousand people with five loaves and
two fish as unreasonable and unrealistic. But those same disciples who
Christ asked to feed the 5,000, those same men, once they fully accepted
Christ into their hearts and allowed him to live within them, those same
men were the founders of an institution that has lasted over 2,000 years,
and which has fed billions of people through the good news they had to
share. When Christ asked the disciples to feed 5,000 people, he was
actually undershooting their potential, because, once they allowed his
grace to be with them, they were able to provide the nourishment of

Christ’s love to billions through the institution of his Holy Church.
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We may not be able to solve every problem we face in our lives in the way
we see fit. We may not be able to make the world the way we think it
should be. But that does not mean that miracles cannot be worked
through us if we open ourselves up to the presence of Jesus Christ within

us.

Many times, the situations we find ourselves in may seem hopeless and
unredeemable. But our faith in Jesus Christ gives us the conviction that
even the most horrific tragedies in the world, can be redeemed, and are in
the process of being transformed for the good, through the love of our

God who is perfect love.

In fact, our entire faith is based on the principle that even the worst evil
in the world can be transformed into a life-giving sign of God’s love for us.
Our faith is based on a historical event where God’s chosen people turned
against him and murdered him by nailing him to a cross. What could be
more unthinkable than the God of infinite love being put to death by the
very creatures he gave the gift of life? And yet, even this most-terrible
event was transformed by God into the source of new and eternal life for
the entire world. If God can transform the very cross which killed him
into the means by which we are all saved from the sting of death, then
what situation in our lives cannot be transformed by the God who is

dwelling within us?
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Where we go wrong so much of the time is that we forget that the God
who created the whole universe is always with us. And he has graced us
with the gift of being part of the healing this broken world so desperately
needs. We tend to underestimate the impact we can have on the world
because we're so insistent on doing it by ourselves in our own way. So
much of the importance of the liturgical life of the Church is simply in
remembering the startling fact that Christ dwells within us, and that, if we
allow him to, Christ will heal the brokenness within our lives, allowing us

to be sources of God’s healing love for those around us.
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The impact we have on the world by allowing Christ to guide the
directions of our lives may not be considered success by the standards of
the world. We may not see the fruit of our labor and the work we do may
seem insignificant to us. But if we do let Christ live in us, through our
lives Christ’s miraculous love will indeed show through. The miracles we
perform may be as simple as offering a helping hand. They may be as
simple as having an ordinary conversation with someone who’s having a
rough day. Even if we think these actions are mundane and insignificant,
any time we show the love of Christ to those around us, that, my brothers
and sisters, is the sort of miracle the world needs most. The truth is, we
may never realize the full impact of our actions, but, if we allow Christ to
truly live in us, whatever we do in his name will play an essential part in

the healing Christ has come to offer the world.

And so, these are the ramifications of the fact that Christ truly dwells
within each one of us. As we go about our weeks, although it may seem
that we’re called to feed 5,000 people with only 5 loaves and 2 fish,
remember that, with Christ dwelling within us, truly all things are

possible! Amen.
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