St. Sarkis Sermon — 06-11-17 Sunday of Elijah
1 Kings 18:29-46
2 Kings 2:1-15
James 5:16-20
Luke 4:25-30

Swlnil Zop kv Nping b Znginju Uppny. wdkl:

Uugtw) Yhpwlh, Znghiqujunbwt motp notwpudplghtp, wyuhtiptt*
Unipp Znghhtt quniunp wpwpbwjubpnit ypuy, hpkug tnuny
dwubiwinp ounphp npykuqh upktughtt wibnwpuwip mupust)
wpwfuwphh niphp kpyhpubpnit, hipwpwship Ephpht junmy
1kqnimp: Uyu fhpwyh Yp Ynymp Unwohtt Thpwlh qljup
Znghquuntwt b §p oupnitwltup wynuku phind wintwbwynsty
pnnp Yhpwhhubpp dhtske jmonpny munuiwp wotp: Nipkdt quug
pwpwp i ppjuy Eplpnpn Yhpulh qjuh Znghquijuinbub, G wyji: Uju
phitpp Yp jhogubt dkqh np wdtu §hpulh dhtste Swpnu]wn

Znghquniuwnp Yp motkuip:

Ujuop kit p Ynynih 8hpwinwlp Gnhugh Uwpquiptht: Fuygg
hitsuyku puh, whwp k jhobiip pt wyu bnuibwlht wntl Yhpwlh
Znghquniunp Yp wolikip: Niptadt, 'ty Juy Juy Bnhw Uwpgqupthi
tL Znghiquuintwt dhekt:
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Utp twpuwhwyptpp hwulgw np husybu Unipp Znght Bjue
wnwpbwubpnit Ypuwy npykuqh upbkuwhtt wibnwpwip pupngky,
tunjuyku Unipp Znght Ljun dwpgquptubpnit ypuy npyykugh
Jupktwjhtt Uuwnnién) juoupp pupngky:

Unwpbwjubpnih bt dwpquptitkpnit wuingquidp ingl E Uunnuws
Ukgh htwn E: Uunniws dkq §p uhpk wnwtg nkik JEpuyuhniplwi:
G Uunnniws dkqh uphwinh thplk, B wpnki hpljus k; wdk
Juwtpubpk, tnjuhul] dwhku: Uy yunqudt £ np Uunniws dkqh
hunnpnus t pt dwpquptnipbudp b pt Unipp Znghny: U
wwuwngudl k juup Znghquuntwi bt Uwpqupkniptwt vhob:

Unwpbwubpnit b dwpqupkubpnit ywku, Unipp Znght twb dbkp
Ypuy Eur Gpp djpunnikguiip: ‘Lnju otinphpp npny wnwpbwibpp b
dwupquptutpp Uuwnnidn) wuwwnqudp pupnqtght, wyy unju otnphpp
Uktp unnwuguip tpp Unipp Uhtontp hows Ep wiwquuht ke b wyy
Uhinnunyp Yupnikgup:
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Mipkdt hupgnudp wyt Ypjuy pk, hiswk u Yp pupngbp dkbp
Uuwnnidny wuwnquidp dbp Uypunniptwt shunppnyp: Uwpqupkniphi
L wnwpkniphtt Uhwyt wagbwhti skt: Ujuop, tkpluyhu, dkup
wdkupu Ynsniws Eup dwpqupkubp kL wnwpbwtibp ppuyne: Ukp
JEwlpp 1Egnit £ wupgbiubpny: Ukup npyku pphunintibwitp jp
hwuljiwtip np wyy wupgbiubpp Uuwnniséng otnphpkt §nt qui: G
wltl whqud kpp np pupngbiip nipholkpnit pk wdkl puph nnip b
wdkl wupgbt juunuwpbuw] Jepniunkt Biuws G Uunnwsdk, dkup 4p
dwpqupkwbwtip Uuwnnién) juoupp: Lnju dkiny, wdkh wiqud np
Ukup Ubp YEwupp 4p tnthpkup niphoubpnt hwdwp, dkp jawsp
owjEny tr Ukp Shpne £phuwninup htwnbydkny, dkup §p pupnqkup

£phunnuh wtbnwpubp:

Lphunnubniphit wunp dke E: buljuljut pphuninttwljut jrwipp
twpquptniphtl bt wnwpbiniphit k : Uyuop, Junoptd np Ukip wy
Jupkiwip dwpqupkubp bt wpwpbwjubp hwunhuwbwg, Lphunnuh
wirbnwpwtp pupnqlng dhow:
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“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will

be opened to you.” (Mt. 7:7)

This verse from the Gospel according to Matthew is a very well-known
and beloved saying of Jesus Christ. There’s something that just draws you
in when you hear it. It’s so simple and yet there’s so much meaning

packed within it.

“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you.” This verse offers much hope to us as Christians. It puts
Christianity within our reach. It shows us the real opportunity open to all

of us to find the love and redemption and beauty of a life in Jesus Christ.

But there’s a caveat to this verse. It’s subtle but it’s where I think most of
us fall away from truly being transformed by the good news of Jesus
Christ. While anyone who seeks will most certainly find, this verse

indirectly implies that if you do not seek, you will not find.
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Blaise Pascal, a famous French philosopher, shares a fascinating reflection
on this verse in one of his Pensées. He says: “God gives us just enough
light so that those who really want to find him can, but not so much light
that those who don’t really want to find him don’t have to.” This is both
the beauty of and trouble with Christianity. God loves us so incredibly
much that, along with that love, must also come complete freedom. Love
that is forced is not love at all: it’s control or force or manipulation. True
love must come from a place of absolute freedom. It must be completely
voluntary by both parties involved. And so, God, who loves us
unconditionally and with the whole of his being, has revealed himself
fully to the world through his Son Jesus Christ. But he has revealed
himself in a way that both allows those who are looking for him to find

him, and allows those who want to deny him to avoid him.
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We see this unfold in a stark way in today’s reading from the Gospel
according to Luke. Jesus has just returned to his hometown of Nazareth.
He goes to the synagogue on the Sabbath and reads a prophecy from
Isaiah. He shares that the passage is about himself and the people sitting in
the synagogue become outraged that Jesus is claiming to be the Son of
God. Jesus responds by saying: “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is
acceptable in his own country. But in truth, I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, when there came a great famine over all the land;
and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers in
Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha; and none of them was cleansed,
but only Naaman the Syrian.” (pause) Jesus brings up the examples of
Elijah and Elisha, the two major prophets of the Old Testament, and how
many of their miracles were performed. These miracles were performed
not to the Jews, the chosen people of God, but to non-Jews. Jesus shows
that, even though the Jews were indeed the chosen people, in times when

they did not seek God, they did not find him.
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The Jews of Nazareth, although they knew Christ better than anyone,
they, like the Jews from the stories of Elijah and Elisha, could not find.
Even though the Jesus spent most his life in Nazareth, the Jews living their
were unable to accept him as the Messiah, not because they didn’t have
enough evidence, but because they did not want to accept the reality

before them.

As Orthodox Christian, we tend to fall into the same trap as the Jews from
Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth. The majority of us have grown up in the
embrace of the Armenian Orthodox Church. We’ve grown up around the
gospels and feast days and incense and Holy Communion. Many of us have
seen God working actively in our own lives and in the lives of those
faithful Christians around us. And yet, we still find it so difficult to

believe.
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I think our problem is the same as the Jews from Nazareth. In many of our
times of doubt, our primary reason for doubting is not that we don’t have
enough evidence that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Our problem with
accepting the Gospel is that we don’t want it to be true. We can get so
comfortable in our lives. We get to a point where it seems that we have it
all under control. We're relatively happy. We’re able to pay our bills on
time. We have a nice family, nice friends, we're happy with the
community we're living in. And at that point, we enter the danger of
thinking that God is just an extra burden added on top of our relatively
happy lives. And then, out of nowhere, something changes. We lose our
jobs, we get into a huge fight with a family member, someone close to us
passes away unexpectedly. And suddenly, that sense of comfort and
control that we once had, that we had maybe been building up for years,

vanishes in an instant.
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Most of the time, many of us, myself included, would much rather hang
our hats on the fleeting moments of worldly comfort than on the
everlasting good news of Jesus Christ. We tend to do this because we
prefer the immediate, self-focused rewards of secular life to the call of
self-sacrificial love in the gospels. Although we may see Christ right in
front of us, many of us don’t want to accept him. When we look at him,
we realize that if God humbled himself by becoming man and dying on
the cross for us, then we have no choice but to live a life dedicated to
giving ourselves up to others in Christian love. And the difficulty of
reframing our lives from focusing inward to focusing fully on others in the
same love that Christ has for us, this difficulty, my brothers and sister, is

what really prevents us all from constantly living as true Christians.
What we all tend to miss is that, if we truly do let the gospel transform us,

what is built up in place of our old, reward-driven lives is so much more

beautiful, rich, and fulfilling than we could ever imagine.
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The peace of Christ that filled the apostles allowed them to sing praises to
God even in the midst of being mercilessly martyred. And by contrast, we
tend to allow even the most minor inconveniences to completely ruin our
day. For most of us, our joy is circumstantial. True Christian joy goes
beyond current circumstances, and exists all-the-more in times of conflict.
The peace that Christ has come to offer will not offer wealth, nor will it
offer notoriety, but it will allow us to be filled with joy and love even in

the midst of our most challenging moments.

The Christian life is how we are hard-wired by our Creator to live. We see
this in the moments when we do choose to live in that self-sacrificing love
of Christ. When we show love to our children, siblings, neighbors, co-
workers, or strangers that goes beyond our personal gain, (pause) when we
show them love even when they don’t deserve it, (pause) when we allow
ourselves to see Christ living and working in those individuals, I think we
can all sense how natural, right, joyful, and inherently human that love is.
That love is the image of God imprinted within us; an image that we can

become more and more each day, if we allow ourselves to be open to it.
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Seek and we shall find.

Or do not seek and we will not find.

The choice is ours.

The conviction of the Church is that what we’re saying yes to in opening
ourselves fully to the Gospel is much greater than whatever may be

holding us back from doing so.

Today is the day to let go of whatever is preventing us from fully
embracing the Gospel. Today is the day to truly seek our Lord Jesus Christ.

And indeed, if we seek him, we wi//find him.

And in so doing, we will offer praise and worship to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit. wjdu ki dhown i juthnbkwtiu juithinkthg.
wukl:

Page 11 of 11



