St. Sarkis Armenian Church — 1st Sunday after Transfiguration — 07-30-17
Isaiah 3:16-4:1, 1 Corinthians 1:25-30, Matthew 18:10-14

Swunitu Zop kL Npming b Znqinjt Uppn;. wdk:

Utgtw) Yhpulh, MTujdwnwljtpyniptwbt wnotp motwpdptghtp,
wjuhlpt” wyn opp Epp Fwpnp (Erht Ypuyy, MEwnpnupl, Swlnpht b
Snyhwutkbuhtt wsptipnit wneki, Shuniu jntuwinpnitgut: G vhuiske
wotup Yhpwpnpudwit U. Uunniwswsth, dkup Mujdwnwljtpyniptut
tnwtwlp 4p owpnibwlkup: Glhknkght puth Up swppniw) dudwbiuly
nt nnwyy Ukqh npwkuqh 8huntuh wuwydbwnwlikpyniptwit hdwunht
Upwyj junphplp:

GL nppwit np wyn yuwwndniptwt ypuy junphhtp, wynpwt hwpgnidukp
p juyninihl: Uwubuinpuubu, wyuop, Uty hwpgnud dp Ynighd
jupniguit)] MuydwnwlEpynipwt wundniptwb dwuht: Uiy
hwpgnuip htnbibwy k. hisnt 8huntu hp bpbp iupniwy
Swnuwjniplwl pupwgpht (nruwinpnitgut, hp thwnpp gnjg nintw,
&hony wyn yywhnib: Ul Yplwp niuwninpnipy nkk dudwiwlh: blisnt

wyn wuwhp jupdwp nkuwt hp thwnpp gnyjg nwy:
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Ept wyn hupgnidp niqiip wuwunwupiwky, ywhkunp E phs dp En
nuptwip wikh Jun dwup wyg wuundnipbwi: 2wy Bytntging dke,
Nuysunwlbpynphwt wiknwpuip hujuytu Yuljuh puth dp
hwdwp wnwe, nip §p wuwdnth MEwnpnuh tywwinp
lununnywtiniphiup: Munniphiup wyjuyku k.

Shuniu hp wowlkpunubkpni Yp hwpgit. «bus Ypukb dwpnhly pd
dwupt, pkn'y £ Uwpnm Opghties bpwpwlkpatkpp p
wunwupwibl. «dwip Ypuky pk 8ndhwiutu Ulpnhst bu,
nipholiip Bnhwl, nipholbp wy Bphdhwi fud vwpquiptibpta
UEyp»: B 8huntu unju hwpgnudp Yp Ypluk, wju wiuqud hp
wowlkpunbpnit nignkny huly: 9p hwpgik. «<buly noup 0 Ypukp pk
tal»

Uju £ wuwhnp Gpp 4p jukip Upunt NMEwnpnuh jpnunnywtiniphion.
wyuhlipll «Inth Lphunnul bu, Yhinguih Uuinmdny Npnhiss
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Unwig NEwnpnuh wju tpywbwinp &t qupdwiwh
Jununnjuwinipbwip swwn dniwp £ NMujdwnwljipynipbut
wuwndniplwt hdwuwnp puthwighy: 3huntu jntuwinpnikgut hp
wowlkpunubpnit wypbpnitt wpett vhuwyt nt vhuy wyy
hunuwnnyjuwuniptukt yEpop: Mbwnpnup, Swlnpp tr 83ndhwutkup
wuwwnpwuwn Eht Shuntup mbutiknt hp pnit wuydwn thwnpnyp vhwyt
nt Uhuyt Epp 8huniuh huptuniphtup, wyuhtipt hp Uuwnnisny Npnh

nwp pnunnjuwiws Eht wpnku:

Mipkut h s Yp owbwlk Muysunwljbpyniphwb wju upwskh molp
Utip Yhwpht dkg: Gp tpwtwyt, h dhoh wying, np ukup w, kplynt
hwqup wnwph kpg, whnh jupkuwbp nkutbky dtp
wuyswnwkpyniws Skpp kpk Mkwnpnup htn jununnduihp hp
Uuinnidng Npnh pppugp, bwju pwb dbp wkubbynii: 8huntu dhown
Uutnnidng npnhi b, dhown Juouunh dbp Yhwbipht dke, dhuygt dkiip

wsphpp wkwnp E niuktwtp Shuntup nkubbynt:
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Utp £phunntibwlub fwbwwwphp fuluh 0By pugng: Uyy wowght
puyyjp Nhwnpnup ununnuiniphiih E: Gpp 8huniu hupgmg «b s
Yypukl dwpnhy b dwupb, pkn’y £ Uwpgm Opght,s wpwEpnbbpp
puhtt «Ndwbp Ypukh pk 8mjhwltu Uipnhst bu, mphoubp Bnhul,
nipholikp wy Bphdhwb ud dvwpquiptibpkh dkyps: Uktp wy bppbad,
wyn nhuwl] yunwupiub o iubp, sk Bhpkiu pukip np Shuniu
Uhuhuyb puph niuntuhs dpt b @pbiu uwphp witytu dp np
Jupskip pk 8huniu vhuyh ppldh Ubkp Skpp puup - wyuhtiph hpphe
Stp yp ununnjutipip ghtipu dhwyt kpp dtup Yp thwihwghtip hpdk
oquniphtt unwiwy: Uy inkuwl pnunnjuimipludp, wyn nkuwl

wsphpny, Shunitup thwnpp whwnh sinkutkup:

Zuyu, bplk juptuwtp MEnpnuh yuunwupwip Ldupunuy ko tug
L NEnpnuh wyy pnunnduiuniptudpp wwynphy, ek juptuwtp dtp
Uwt upunny puk] pk 8huniu Lphuwnnut L, jEunuih Uuwnniény (1pnhu
E, ywhwh ujuhtip nbkutil] yuyswnwljtpyniws Shpne nhpp Ukp
Jkwipht ke hwljwpwl] pnnp swpniphibbkpnit np phpbo Yp
nbkutinihlt Ukp onipo: 8njuu uyl £ np dklip wy Mhwnpnuh wku whunh
Jupktwbp wjtyku wynphy np dkp hull wsptpnyg mtutkup dtp
wuydwybpyniws Skpp, np Ubp Ywphl dke tbpljuy kb juspunh
Uhow, Lodwphwin Uuwnnidn) &odwphwn (Ipnht. npnit thunp
juthnbwbu. wdkb:
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In my Armenian sermon, I explained that we are in the season of the Feast
of the Transfiguration. I also discussed how Peter’s confession, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the Living God”, was the means by which Peter,
James and John were able to see the Transfigured Lord. By truly accepting
that confession of faith, they were open to see Christ for who he truly is,
in all of his glory. This moment is so pivotal in the accounts of the
Gospels, that Christ himself acknowledges the significance of the moment.
He says, “Blessed are you, Simon, Son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of

death shall not prevail against it.” (Mt 16:17-18)

The rock, or ykd in Armenian, on which Christ promises to build his
Church is the confession of faith offered by Peter. The word kd which is
chosen in the Armenian translation offers a very unique set of properties.
A Jkd is large and strong, but it is also securely fastened into the ground.
A Jku offers stability, security, reliability, and strength for all that is fixed
upon it. The word Jku also appears earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, in one of

Jesus’ parable. The parable goes like this:
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like
a wise man who built his house upon the Jyku; and the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not
fall, because it had been founded on the JytkuU. And every one who hears
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who
built his house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and

the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the

fall of it.” (Mt 7:24-27)

So when Jesus says that he is building his Church upon the Jtu of Peter’s
confession, we think back to this parable and see that the Jku of Peter’s
confession of faith is not just a confession of words, but it is a confession of
faith that leads to concrete action. If the house built on the Jku in the
parable is likened to the person who hears Christ’s words and does them,
then in the same way, the faith on which our Church is built must be a

faith which leads to action.

This proclamation by Christ, that the confession of faith, “You are the

Christ, the Son of the living God” is the kU on which the Church is built,
this proclamation is taken so seriously by the Church, that every Badarak
which is offered in the Armenian Rite is offered on a ykdpwp, which is a

piece of rock that is consecrated with Holy Muron and which is
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permanently fixed within every Armenian altar. The Jkdpuwnp serves to
remind us of the fact that all we do as Church is founded on Peter’s Jku,
the kU which is the proclamation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the

living God.

So the question becomes: have we founded our home on the sand or on
the Jku of Peter’s confession? Do we live our lives with the conviction
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God? Does that reality guide
the way we make our decisions? Do we allow it to offer us the stability,

security, reliability, and strength that the Jkd is supposed to?

I think that for most of us, we tend to choose the foundation of sand
instead of the Jku. There are so many times when it just seems easier to
build our lives other things than the love Christ has shown us through his
sacrifice on the cross. It’s easy to go to the mall or to Amazon.com to
impulsively buy from among a variety of extraordinary products to
comfort us after a stressful day. It’s tempting to look to Facebook or
Twitter or Instagram for acceptance when our self-esteem is low. It seems
unavoidable to not look for a meal or a dessert or a beverage that soothes

us after a moment of anxiety, or hurt, or loss.
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The problem with the world we live in today is that there are so many
self-proclaimed solutions to any sense of discomfort, pain or loniless we
may experience that, for a moment, certain do make us feel better. But
like the house built on sand, when the rain falls, and the floods come, and
the winds blow and beat against the houses of our lives, all of these
“solutions” will most certainly fail us because they have not provided any

real foundation for us to stand on.

When the real struggles in life come and the shopping sprees, facebook
binges, and chocolate splurges fail us, where will we be standing? The
Gospel that the Church proclaims insists that living our lives on the Jku
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God will provide us with a
solid foundation, and that, when the rain falls, and the floods come, and
the winds blow and beat against the houses of our lives, Christ himself

will hold us up.

It may be time to lay a new foundation for the home of our lives. I pray
that we all take the step that Peter did. I pray that we accept the
foundational proclamation made by Peter, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the Living God. I pray that this proclamation give us the eyes to see the
glory of the Transfigured Lord, who is constantly working among us. And

I pray that in all that we do, we may do it to offer the Transfigured Lord
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glory and honor, with the Father and with the Holy Spirit, now and

always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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