St. Sarkis Armenian Church — 5th Sunday after Pentecost — 07-09-17
Luke 1:26-38
Isaiah 2:5-11
Romans 9:30-10:4
Matthew 13:24-30

Swuntil Zop kL Npning kr Znqinjt Uppny. wdku:

Ujuop Zuy Etntgin) opwugnighti, @hiwin wnthnj uppntihing
Uuwnniwdwsth Soup Yp nmottwpudptup: Btptiu §p upstup np wju
ghunp Yupbanp ok pt wuwnhy pub dpt b Puyg kknkgun
wundniptwl pipwgpht, Uwphudh hunwpwbniphiop gun
unynpuljub Enws k it upbinp £ huwrwnwugbwubpnt ewtpht dke:
Nipldi, hwpgnidp Yppuy, pt Uwphwdhy jupbpniphiut h%us b
Utp Lphunnibwljut Swtwwuphht Ypwy: Uktp hplniws tup
phuwnnuny, wynuku st Pusn ™t 2phunnibuygubp Eyknkging
wuwndniptwb pupwgphtt wynswth jupbinpniphit niniws tu
Uwphwuht puqdupht moukpny:
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Udkth wbqud Epp np BYtnkght unippbpp jupgk, wyn unipphtt juwp
Lphuwnnuj Yp jupgk: Lnjuyku Epp Biknkght Uwphud jupgt,
Uwphuwdpl uwyp Lphunnup ip jupgk npugku hp duygpp: Qipbdt bpp
nn hwnwpwibup Uwphwd npyku Uunniwswshi, wyy
thwnwpwiniphtip £phunnuh §f ippuy: «Gunniuswshiy winip Yp
gguk np 8huntu hpwyku Uuwnniws k: Uwphwd dhwjt 8huniuh
dwypp sk: Uwphwdp Uuwnnidn) dwypt k, npnyhtntt 8huniu
Souupunuytu Uuwnniws k:

Ept Uwphwihi wotbph hpkl hundwp sk, huswk u wyu molip, Ghin

wnthnj uppnthin) Uunniwswsth Soup, Shuntu §p thwnwpwk:

Ujn winuhp np Ekntght gquuu, Uwphwdhtt wdktwuhpbjh quudbpp
wywhtg hp dke: B unjuyku, Uwphwdp hswku vinuhp, dkp
wdtuwuhpkih qudp wwhtg hp Uty wyuhtipl Skpt Ukp 8huniu
£phunnu wwhtg hp dke: Uy wuwndwnny, Uuphwip Yptughtp
wintwbwlnsty «Udbuwuppuinnuhy  wjuhtiph wdtawunipp fhip np
Shuniup sukjnt hwdwdwjubgut:
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Unjlthuly, uhhp nnuh dpt E np wdkl Yhpuyh Shuntuh dupdhbp b
wphiiip §p wwht Epp wunwpug dunniguikdp: B dkup kyknkging
whnudibpu, §p Ynsmhtip £phuinnuh dupdhip, nipladt wdkh whqud
np kplne ud Epkp Eynkghh wunund hwnhuht, wyy wknp
uppwwntth Upt E, ujhhhtt ywhu, B Cuphwdht gl

Ujuonp Uwuphwdh ninithp gnnunikgut: Gpl hwphip muphtu jEnny dkp
yhwbpht quidwnnuhbpp quninihl, hos whnh quinth hpkug dt:
Tuw’sp whwnh quinth Yuwd phpliu wibkjh swn dhiu puiipp whnh
nithiip nputuqh pusht wikn sttwy: B usp Ubp Yhwbpht dke 8huniuh
nknp Junik: Bpp wyuop wyu Solip Yp motwpudpkip, (it wnhp Uph k
hwpgubint, pk htus Juy Ubkp wninuhht dke: Uwphwdp hp npnonudp
wnniut tpp hpkownwlp tpkigut: Ut hp wdpnne Yhwupp Uuwnnidng
Juupp hwhdlkg: Unjiup whnh dkup pub up: Unjiuku by whunh
ponk Up fiwsht hudwp Ubkp quiidwnnnithh dke: Ulp npnonudi b, puyg
Utp Yhwbph wikjh puph ywhwnh ppuy, Gpk 8huntuh ponkup dntb;
Ubkp minuhht dke:
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Last week, I spent time discussing the unique perspective that the
Armenian Church brings in its understanding of sin. I discussed how the
primary word the Armenian Church uses for sin is Utnp, which can be
best translated as brokeness, damage or harm. This term Utnp in
Armenian is neutral by nature: it doesn’t implicitly assign blame for the
sin, but simply describes the damage it causes. Utnp includes within its
usage the harm we cause to others, but it also includes the harm others
cause to us as well as the brokenness that no one causes but is simply a
consequence of the broken world we live in. Last week, I also discussed
how the Armenian Church assumes that the goodness God created within
us was not lost at the fall, and that, even within the people who commit
the worst atrocities, at their core, still dwells that goodness with which

God created them.

So in a sense, the root of the evil we commit is connected with the greater
brokenness that surrounds us. It’s something we fall victim to. It’s
something that’s unnatural to us and which prevents us from truly living

full, human lives.
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And the Gospel reading we hear today unpacks this very idea through a
parable Christ offers his disciples. The parable goes like this:

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field; but while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and went away. So, when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your
field? How then has it weeds?” He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
The servants said to him, “‘Then do you want us to go and gather

them?’ But he said, ‘No; lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” (Mt 13: 24-30)

This parable is a perfect illustration of the Armenian understanding of sin.
First, we see that the man who planted the seed, who represents God,
planted good seed. The parable doesn’t say that he planted some good seed
and some bad seed. All of humanity is included in that category of good
seed. So even in the midst of the horrific acts some people may commit,
the bold claim of this parable and of the Armenian Church is that we are

all, at our core, in a sense, in our seed, we are all good.
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Then we see that the enemy comes and plants weeds among the seed.
Many Christian traditions misinterpret this to mean that Satan planted
bad people among the good ones. But the parable does not say that the
enemy planted bad seed. It says that he planted weeds, a completely
different kind of thing than the seeds of wheat the farmer had planted.
The weeds that were sown are what the Armenians call Utnp. The weeds
are all of those things which inhibit us from fully growing to our

potential.

And so the solution of the farmer is to let the two grow together and
when it comes time for harvest, the weeds will be thrown in the fire and
the wheat will be brought into the barn. Many Christians, assuming the
weeds to be bad people, assume that the parable means that all of the bad
people will be thrown into the fires of hell. Therefore, they see this
parable as a warning, and they exploit people by using the fear of hell to

force people to believe in Christ.
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However, when we see that the weeds are really meant to signify all of
the brokeness, harm and damage in our lives, we see that this parable is
not a warning, but a message of hope. All of the damaging thoughts, words
and deeds that prevent us from fully living a joyfilled life of self-sacrifical
love toward God and toward others, all of those things will be like the
weeds and be burned up before we enter the Kingdom of Heaven. By
understanding the parable this way, we are not left in fear of a wrathful
God, but we can rejoice in the abundant charity Christ has come to offer

us.

However, the parable does lend itself to one caveat. For anyone who has

ever weeded a garden, there comes a point where the weed and the plant
become so intertwined that it’s simply impossible to seperate the two. At
that point, the farmer has no choice: he can’t possibly save the plant from

the hold that weed has over it.
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In a similar way, there comes a point in our lives that we become so
attached to the thing that is causing us harm in our lives that we don’t
even realize the harm it causes anymore. We seek it out more and more
and even if Christ were to offer us a way out, we wouldn’t take it because

we’ve become so attached to it that we could not imagine life without it.

Christ came to offer healing to the world but the one catch to the
salvation he came to offer is that he will never infringe upon our free will
to provide that healing. Because God loves us, he will never force us to
accept that love. Christ, by his death on the Cross, destroyed the gates of
hell, allowing us a free exit from the perment bonds of our Utnp.
Although the bonds of sin and death have been broken, and we’re free to
leave the suffering caused by our Uknp, we are still free to stay in that
suffering if we so choose. The only way that Christ’s love will not
permeate and transform our lives is if we choose to reject that love. Our
freedom to keep rejecting the love of God is why most Christians don’t
seem particularly transformed by the gospel. It’s why in all of our lives
there are just certain bad habits we can’t drop, certain grudges we can’t
shake, certain people we could never imagine to forgive. We’ve grown so
accustomed to the weeds that we don’t even realize they’re choking the

life out of us.
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Christ’s act on the cross offers us the pesticide we need to escape the
weeds of brokenness in our lives. Let us first acknowledge those things
that are causing us or others around us physical, emotional, psychological,
or spiritual harm. Let us finally allow Christ, the farmer of our lives, to
release us from the bonds of all our harmful weeds. And, in being set free
from all brokenness, let us freely offer praise and glory to the Father and
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of

ages. Amen.

Dn. Michael Sabounjian
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